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Events
GeoAdaptive team members return from ICLEI’s Resilient Cities
2014 Global Forum.
Dr. Juan Carlos Vargas, Principal, and Brittany Meece, Risk
and Resilience Analyst, presented GeoAdaptive’s work from
Barranquilla Colombia, at the Resilient Cities 2014 Global Forum,
as a case study on how green infrastructure and open space can
be used to adapt to climate change. Dr. Vargas was also invited
to participate in a panel on local climate actions - mitigation
and adaptation from an uban planning perspective- organized
by ICLEI’s Low Carbon Cities initiative. The panel discussed the
importance of an integrated approach to urban spatial planning
and climate change policy, spatial/land use planning measures,
analytic methods, and challenges when developing an integrated
approach. A summary of this particular panel can be found here.
For more information and summaries of the event, visit the
Resilient Cities blog here.

Spotlight

Open Space Adaptation in Colombia
Open spaces are important assets for cities. They can be
Analysis of current public spaces and
used as multifunctional spaces that serve various benefits
green spaces in Barranquilla
to the environment and the people that use them. In 2013,
GeoAdaptive was commissioned by FONADE and the
Ministerio de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sostenible (Ministry
of the Environment and Sustainable Development) in Colombia, to assess the open space conditions in
three Colombian cities: Barranquilla, Cali, and Bucaramanga. An inventory and typological characterization
of existing public spaces was produced. In addition, the team produced a series of case studies for best
management practices for adapting to climate change impacts through strategic planning, design, and
management of open spaces.
The results of the study were used to identify site selection criteria for strategic adaptations in Barranquilla,
given an in depth spatial analysis of existing conditions and projected climate change impacts in the city.
Strategies were then identified and visualized for two critical sites in the city, which highlighted opportunities
for Barranquilla to proactively adapt to climate change, and thereby increase the city’s resilience.

Visualization of current public space conditions and the transformation to adaptive and multi functional spaces

Research and Innovations

GA Interests

More and more, discussions are shifting from climate
change mitigation to climate change adaptation. However,
the way in which cities grow can have impacts on both
mitigation and adaptation efforts. The GeoAdaptive team
is continually exploring how mitigation and adaptation
efforts can be integrated into proactive planning and
development of cities. The team has been developing
low-carbon urban growth simulation analysis, to explore
this topic in greater detail.

The economic risks of
climate change for the
U.S. have been recently
released.
http://riskybusiness.
org/
FAO (the Food and
Agricultural Organization
of the United Nations),
has many resources and
projects relating to food
security, including urban
agriculture, which is
becoming increasingly
important as more and
more people move to
urban centers.
http://www.fao.org/
home/en/
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