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Upcoming

GeoAdaptive work featured in national publication

GeoAdaptive launches a series
of web publications.

This past week, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Wildlife
Conservation Society (WCS), published the first Scenario Planning
Guide titled: Considering Multiple Futures: Scenario Planning to
Address Uncertainty in Natural Resource Conservation.
The publication illustrates that one way to make pro-active
decisions in conservation and natural–resource planning today,
is to consider various scenarios that may unfold tomorrow. The
publication provides a guideline and case studies to managers,
that illustrate how scenario planning can inform decision-making
in light of uncertainties.
GeoAdaptive, as a world leader in geospatial scenario design,
development and simulation, contributed 2 out of the 12 cases
that the publication presents. The case studies are: Land Use and
Climate Change Scenarios for the Peninsular Florida Landscape
Conservation Cooperative developed for U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and USGS (featured in February Topics), and 2) Florida Keys
Marine Adaptation Planning (KEYSMAP): A Marine-base Scenarioplanning project which was developed for Florida Fish and Wildlife
Commission (FFWC) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) (featured in May Topics).

Adaptation and Mitigation
planning tools - strategic
summary for policty makers

You can find the full report here. http://www.fws.gov/home/
feature/2014/pdf/Final%20Scenario%20Planning%20Document.
pdf

Spotlight - Opportunity for Local Initiatives
GeoAdaptive offers support for projects through its first annual Initiative Support Project. This Support is
offered through GA services that can be used to assist public sectors (i.e. local governments), community
groups, non-profit organizations, NGOs or educational organizations in supporting local initiatives or projects
through the creation of technical studies or guidance. Initiative Support Projects are low cost - high value
projects that are offered pro-bono as a colloaboration between GeoAdaptive and the organization, as a way
to establish innovative research, ideas, and results, that are useful to a larger set of goals.
This year’s topic is Urban Heat Island Effect. UHI effect occurs when high temperatures heat urban surfaces
such as buildings, roads and infrastructure and increase the temperature within the city (especially during
nighttime hours) (EPA). With climate change and urbanization continuing over the coming decades, some
cities will be exposed to more extreme heat events paired with UHI effect. This becomes increasingly
dangerous for vulnerable populations, such as the elderly, and can have negative impacts on public health
overall. Furthermore, UHI effect can exacerbate energy demands, by increasing use of air conditioners and
also increase demand for public water supply, as people seek multiple ways to beat the heat.
If you have a project or initiative related to Urban Heat Island Effect and the implications it has for your city,
and you are interested in gaining the support of GeoAdaptive’s work, we ask your organization to submit a
one page letter of interest by August 29th,
2014.
Details on how to apply can be found
through the link below:
http://geoadaptive.com/wp-content/
uploads/2014/08/GA_Iniative_Support_
Project_LOI.pdf
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Urban Heat Island Effect in Melbourne, Australia (University of
Melbourne)

Research and Innovations

GA Interests

Digital Elevation Models (DEM) is a digitial representation
of topographic (or earth) surface that contains elevation
data. Digital elevation models are critical datasets for
conducting both basic and advanced analyses. But more
importantly, DEMs are important for understanding
dynamics such as accessibility to services and resources
(for example, when someone or something is traveling on
a steeper slope, it often takes more time to travel from
point A to point B), how topography controls where water
flows and collects, and to what degree natural features
may impede urban development (in other words, where
can people build?). Many cities and regions around the
world lack DEMs at a resolution that can produce highly
accurate analyses.

USGS and NC State
University report that
urban areas in the
Southeastern United
States could double in
size by 2060 | http://
http://www.usgs.gov/
newsroom/article.
asp?ID=3943#.U9f23_
ldWgY

As such, the GeoAdaptive team is continually exploring
ways to improve and supplement existing elevation
datasets, as well as extract and derive statistically robust
and accurate elevation models from publicly available
sources.

The Natural Fix?: The
Role of Ecosystems in
Climate Mitigation |
publication by UNEP.
Also available in
Spanish | http://www.
cathalac.org/images/
en/publications/
cimate_change/natural_
fix_ecosystems_climate_
change_mitigation_
en.pdf
Climate News Network
reports on Extreme
Heat | http://www.
climatenewsnetwork.
net/category/urbanheat/
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